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Introduction 

In an increasingly globalizing society, people are 
ever more reliant on abstract or expert systems for 
managing risks (Giddens, 1990). This is especially 
relevant for large-scale hazards from which people 
cannot easily withdraw, such as nuclear warfare 
(Freudenburg, 1993), or when people have to 
make decisions under conditions of uncertainty, 
such as how to best adapt to climate change 
(Dietz, 2007). 

In this study, we explore relationships between 
abstract faith in human ingenuity and Midwestern 
U.S. corn farmers’ climate change-related risk 
perceptions and support for climate change 
adaptation. 

Method
Data are from a stratified random sample survey 
of 4778 corn farmers in 11 Midwestern states, who 
grew at least 80 acres of corn and had $100K of 
gross farm income. We employ path analysis (ML, 
DWLS and WLSMV estimates), to test the 
following hypotheses:

Acknowledgements
We would like to thank the farmers in our sample for their participation in the survey. We are also grateful for feedback from the Sustainable Corn project team. 

Discussion and Conclusion

Findings indicate that farmers who believe that climate change is not an
important issue because human ingenuity will enable society to adapt are less
concerned about the impacts of climate change and are less likely to believe
that they should take adaptive actions on their own farms.

Future research will attempt to control for adaptation measures that farmers
have already established on their farms to evaluate whether abstract faith in
human ingenuity may be leading to overestimation of farm resilience.

Many farmers are confident in their capacity to adapt to climate change.
Extension and outreach should appeal to that confidence while also helping
farmers to evaluate the actual resilience of their cropping systems.

Results and Discussion

• Higher scores on the “faith in human 
ingenuity” variable are positively related 
to farmers’ confidence in their own 
capacity to adapt.

• Higher scores on the capacity variables 
are associated with lower levels of 
farmers’ concern about negative 
impacts of climate change on their own 
farm operations. 

• Lower risk perceptions, in turn, are 
associated with lower levels of support 
for farm-level adaptation.
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